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Em |y Hol mes Col eman
1899- 1974
by L. Margaret Poneroy

Em |y Hol mes Col eman was born January 22, 1899 in Gakl and,
California. She graduated in 1920 from Wl |l esley Coll ege, marrying
Loyd Ring Col eman in 1921. In 1926 she relocated to Paris where she
was the society editor for the Paris Tribune, the European edition of
the Chicago Tribune. Wile she was in Paris, Coleman wote poens,
stories, and articles for transition nagazine as well as for New
Review. She only wote one published novel, The Shutter of Snow
(1930), an autobi ographi cal piece based on her postpartum depression
followi ng her son’s birth. Oher witings reflect a simlar thenme

related to her experience with nental illness. One well-known poem
“The Liberator,” is such an exanple. The speaker is an inmate in a
mental hospital. It reads in part, “I will break all their heads/ and

lay themin neat rows/ and we shall wave hi gh the keys/ and open w de
the doors/ and all of us shall dance in the snow ”

In the early 1930s Emily Col eman spent a year in St. Tropez as
Emma Gol dman’ s secretary whil e Gol dman was conpl eti ng her
aut obi ography, Living My Life (1931), but by the end of 1932, npbst of
Coleman’s tine was being spent in ltaly. Here, when she was forty-
five, Coleman converted to Catholicism Therefore, after 1944, nuch of
her work focused on her Catholic faith. This conversion was reflected
in many aspects of her life. For exanple, she had been married to Jack
Scar borough, an Arizona rancher from 1940-1944, but foll ow ng her
conversion, disavowed the union. Not surprising, after Col eman’ s
conversion her witings- poetry, stories, journal entries- all focused
on her faith. She was affiliated with the Catholic |left and devel oped
rel ati onships with Dorothy Day and Jacques and Aaissa Maritain. By the
ti me Col enan died on June 13, 1974, she had returned to the United
States and was being cared for by Catholic nuns at The Farmin Tivoli,
New Yor K.

Col eman i nfluenced many witers during the twenties in Paris,
probably nore because of her intense personality than her literary
portfolio. She clained a variety of notable friends, nmany belonging to
t he di stingui shed “Hayford Hall G rcle,” and including D una Barnes,
Hohn Hol ms, Edwin Miir, Peggy Guggenheim and Antonia White. Al though
VWite’' s personal journey took her away from many of these people and
that aspect of the literary world, it is interesting to note that her
i nfl uence was apparent even in death. Joseph Gerci wote in Emly
Col eman’s obituary in Catholic Wrker:

Em |y had a barbarous personality for someone so civilized.
She was i ntense and passionate, sonetines to the point of
mani a. She was remarkabl e, reasonable and quite sinply the
nost inmportant influence on the lives of those who

knew her.
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